Apple Romance. Quest for an alternative theory of gravity

7 know what gmw’ty is. 1 learned it in school. 1 migﬁt not be able to recite Isaac Newton's law (f universal gmvimtion, but 1 do
remember the a}gp[@ that fe[f on his head.
For a few centuries aﬁer 1666 - annus mirabilis - the same a}a}:fe lorded over everyﬁoafy's head. That until Albert Finstein came

to prove that space and time are not static and absolute, but cfynamic and relative. gmvity does not exist; gmw’ty is an illusion.

’My ﬁigﬁ school’ }Jﬁysics teacher never rea[[y managecf to fu[fy expfain the tﬁeory of re(ativity to his }m}n’fs and ﬁimseg[‘ He had
stqpyerf at Newton. And 1 with him. ("Qt is, in fact, notﬁing short qf a miracle that the modern methods of instruction have not

yet entire(y stmng(ed the ﬁofy curiosity of inquiry," A.E. wrote in 1 949.)

While 1 observe the metal Jofates déforming under the pressure of the [iquid’ Jofaster, q see the aﬁpfe ro[ﬁng use[essfy at my feet An
on’gina[, sovereign form (f energy is at }quy here; one which seems not to care about the concepts (f mass and weigﬁt force, and
how tﬁey are su}a}msed’ to interact with each other. How am 1 sup}aosed’ to interact with them? ("The attempt to erase }oﬁysicafity
is, for me, ﬁigﬁ(y Joroﬁfematic," T.S. told me in 2020.)

7 become aware qf the ignomnce that has been handed down to me. It's not muscles that make it strong. It's not bars that make it
stmigﬁt ‘Jf 1 rea[[y want to penetrate the _process at stake beneath the q)iaﬁermis, 97 should consider avoiafing the }Jatﬁ qf least
resistance. ‘1 can start By googfing fhow gmvity has otherwise been exy(aineaﬁ Mayﬁe sometﬁing (ike "can gmvity be romantic"

would do.

At the hundredth tab 1 open in my browser, 1 lose track (f what 1 have been [ooléing for‘ 1 got distracted By reaafing that the bite
(Byte?) in the ﬂ}apfe [ogo is there for scale, so that it cannot be mistaken for a cﬁewy.
What 1 eventuaf@ find’ exceeds my ex])ecmtions. Serencfi])ity can still occur in the realm (f the a[goritﬁm.’ And surefy in the

realm of the artist. But (f course, the most notable exam])fe of serend’i}aity remains Newton Being struck Ey a faffing a}oj)l’e.
(Thump.)
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Here is the fund’amenm[ formufa of the Mfugnﬁz’ﬁfyﬁz’e Ey Friedrich Wilhelm {]osqoﬁ Scﬁeffing. In opposition to the
Newtonian Joictm’e (f matter as constituted Ey inert Joarticfes, Scﬁeffing argues for it as a constant negotmtion between active
energies that engage in o]ojoosition to one another. ("Witﬁout contradiction, there would be no ﬁfe, 10 Mmovement, no progress, a

décw((y slumber ofaffforces," F.W.1.S. wrote in 1811.)

Hold on! The apyﬁe is ]oroving worth the headache. gmvity, as the }Jﬁysica( weigﬁt that ]oreceafes ﬁgﬁt as its dark founafation,

0}7}70565 resistance to nature sfree]oroafuctlwty gmwty grounc(s tﬁe matter ana[ﬁmtts its 6&3511’6 tO}JTOdiACé mcfeﬁmte(y.



‘.By cfoing so, it saves the universe from d’isyersing into the sﬁayeﬁess chaos of its own cfynamism.
While y[aster dust fi[fs the room, my vision clears up. Qf one force won, the trinket would exy[ozfe or crumble. It's the combination

(ftﬁe cﬁﬁ%rences tﬁat Eee}os it togetﬁer‘

Now, Eefore 9 continue in my quest for an alternative tﬁeory of gmvity. Let me ask you, Sir Newton: how do you ﬂt such a throb
in that mechanistic box of yours? You can bolster and prop it, and still, it will d?zform, react, reac_(just It has its own Potenz.
Sure, you can stretch it so to make it [ook smooth and proper. Yet 1f you look Eeyonrf the corners, Yyou can see it ove@%ws. 1t sfi}as‘
Which, 1 would say, is more than just a meta)oﬁor: it's an image. ("’1 have a recurrent mental image qf tﬁings sﬁ’)o})ing out of my
hands," T.S. told me in 2020.)

T ﬁings 5[1’}7 and fa(( because of gmw’ty‘ All tﬁings, inc(udi’ng those with no mass. In the last book he ﬂm’sﬁes in his ﬁfetime,
Sﬁe[fing ﬁigﬁfigﬁts the corresyond’ence between gravity (SCﬁwenér@@ as the weigﬁt of the matter and mefancﬁofy (Schwermud) as
the weigﬁt of the soul.

7 wish 1 learned t/is in school: mefancﬁo(y is the world's on’ginaf condition. The productivity (f nature and the creativity of the
s])in’t are govemez{ Ey the same intrinsic structure. A structure that is hard to @ft, hard to carry because it is im})regnatec{,

ﬁem/y with ﬁ'fe. ("In this mefancﬁo(y is found’ed’ the sym]oatﬁy of man with nature," F.W.7.S. wrote in 1810.)

Hence, that mff of magentas is not ﬁ'gﬁt By dzzﬁnition. ﬂccora[ing(y to j]oﬁann Wo%ang von goetﬁe's Color Wheel, magenta

is schon. In his earlier ﬁﬂyﬂfmmﬁltmmfe‘, which matches colors with associated ysycﬁoﬁJgica[ characteristics, magenta is
grou}:ed’ with violet and ved under the melancholic temperament.

For Newton, color is a scienty[ic measurement. For Goethe, it is a suﬁjective experience perceivef cﬁﬁ(erentfy Ey each viewer. How

many shades (f magenta can [igﬁt kindle at once? ("Colors are [igﬁt’s suj[em’ng and Joy," J.W.G. wrote in 1810.)

The a}oj)l’e is n”pe. In no Joarticufar order:

gmw’ty;
[ight;
magenta;
Beauty;
me(ancﬁo(y

are its components.

The results achieved By pﬁysics in the decades foffowing Scﬁeffing's treatises demonstrated their nonsense on a scienty[ic level. His
doctrine has [ong[y been marked as amﬁiguous and unclear. But ﬁey. He saw the world's soul where Newton could onfy see the
world's clock. He borrowed the terms gravity and @ﬁf and cﬁangec[ them mc{icaffy. 17 ﬁoye - poetic visions are still worth the
headache qf reacfing twice.

‘Bem’ing this in mind, 7 would now [ike to invite you, Sir Newton, and you, ‘Mr. ﬁigﬁ school teacher, and all qf you, dear guests,
to take a bite of this apyﬁe and chew on its ontofogica[ queerness for the space of Your Visit.

After a few nibbles, you will realize that your apylé does not taste [ike others you have savored Before. Or [ike your neigﬁﬁor's. Tt
borrows the form of an a}ay(e and cﬁanges it maficaffy. Swallow it, and all the -isms will cfrcya on someﬁoafy else's head. You migﬁt
ﬁ’naf out you like cherries best.
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